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By W. Bryan Price, LFDA President

Greetings LFDA Members!

We are quickly approaching the end of the year 2020 which will soon be in the
history books.  Wow, what a year it has been!  Hurricanes, pandemics, shutdowns,
lockdowns, political turmoil, and economic distress, and soon taxes will be due.
This begs the rhetorical question, what else could possibly happen?  

I can’t help but think of the hymnist and successful lawyer Horatio Spafford.
Spafford suffered incredible tragedies including the death of his four-year-old son
in the Great Chicago Fire of 1871, which ruined him financially.   He planned to
travel to England with his family to assist with an upcoming evangelistic effort with
the Reverend D.L. Moody during the economic downturn of 1873.  After a change of
plan, he sent his family ahead as he was delayed with business problems after the
Chicago Fire.   His family boarded the ship SS Ville du Havre, and while crossing the
Atlantic collided with another ship and rapidly sank killing all four of his daughters.
Only his wife Anna survived.   

Shortly after this unimaginable horror,  Spafford traveled to meet his grieving wife.
While on route to meet his wife, his ship passed near where his daughters died and
he was inspired to write the great Christian Hymn “It Is Well With My Soul”.

The first verse of this great old Christian Hymn teaches us that all the disasters and
tragedies of life can not destroy or take away that which is eternal.

“When peace like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to know
It is well, it is well, with my soul.”

As we spend time with our families this Christmas and holiday season, look beyond
that which glitters and remember those that are lonely and devastated.  Reach out
to your neighbors and friends that have lost so much this year.  Remember the
light of the world has come in the darkest hour of time and history to show us the
way.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Sincerely
W. Bryan Price
LFDA President

W. Bryan Price

Southern Funeral Home 

of Winnfield

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
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By David Tatman, LFDA Executive Director

LFDA Members, 

Although this year has been uncertain and trying in many ways, as we have much
to be thankful for as we close the year of 2020. Personally, I am grateful for the
resilience of this organization and the dedication of all its members to come
together in times of need. Between a pandemic and a historically devastating
hurricane season, LFDA has remained firm and continues to promote integrity in
the funeral service industry. 

Looking forward to 2021, I encourage each of you to set a New Year’s resolution to
make contact with your local legislators. A simple note can go a long way. If you
already have a relationship with any incoming legislators, please let our office
know! These connections are invaluable in the work that we do to protect the
funeral service industry and greatly assist our Laws & Legislative Committee.

With the new year comes dues renewals. Don’t forget to send in your dues, and if
you have not received your packet yet, please contact our office today. As a
reminder, the LFDA office will be closed from December 24th – January 3rd in
observance of the Christmas and the New Year holidays.

I wish you all a safe, happy, and healthy holiday season. Thank you for all that you
do for the Louisiana Funeral Directors Association. As always, if there is anything
that I can do for you, please do not hesitate to reach out. Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year! 

Yours truly,

David Tatman
LFDA Executive Director 

David Tatman

LFDA Executive Director

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UPDATE
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Becca Kleinpeter

Association Manager

Jamie Freeman

Association Manager
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W. BRYAN PRICE
PRESIDENT

Southern Funeral Home
Email: bryan303@bellsouth.net
Phone: (318) 628-6921

ANTHONY "TIGER" 
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VICE PRESIDENT

Geesey-Ferguson Funeral Home
Email: anthonyistre@geeseyferguson.com
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WILCHER
TREASURER

Charlet Funeral Home
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Gill First National  Funeral Home
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AMY BARNHILL
NORTH DISTRICT
GOVERNOR

Warren Meadows Funeral Home
Email: agbarnhill@cp-tel.net
Phone: (318) 256-3471

GARY TRANCHINA
IMMEDIATE PAST 
PRESIDENT

Honaker Funeral Homes
Email: tranchenn@att.net
Phone: (985) 641-1900

MICHAEL POOL
SOUTHWEST DISTRICT
GOVERNOR

Ardoin Funeral Home of Ville Platte
Email: mpool@ardoinfuneralhomes.com
Phone: (337) 363-2181

MARVIN SCHAFFER
SOUTHEAST DISTRICT
GOVERNOR

Rabenhorst Funeral Home
Email: marvin.schaffer@dignitymemorial.com
Phone: (225) 925-5331

BOYD MOTHE, JR.
SOUTH DISTRICT
GOVERNOR

Mothe Funeral Homes
Email: bmothejr@yahoo.com
Phone: (504) 366-4343

CRAIG GILL
POLICY BOARD
REPRESENTATIVE

Gill First National Funeral Home
Email: craiggill@bellsouth.net
Phone: (318) 435-4565

DAVID TATMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The Tatman Group
Email: david@tatmangroup.com
Phone: (225) 767-7640

JOE EAGAN
SERGEANT AT ARMS

Leitz Eagan Funeral Home
Email: joe.eagan@dignitymemorial.com
Phone: (504) 888-8440



MEMBERS HELPING MEMBERS

Kyle Deichmann, a funeral director and embalmer with Garden of Memories Funeral Home, has been a member of
LFDA since 2005. He moved back to New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina. He was able to move up the ranks and
became Governor of the South District and eventually went on to become the Secretary of LFDA. 

Kyle is a member of the 159th Fighter Wing of the Louisiana Air National Guard. Their secondary mission is to
provide basic commodities such as MREs, water, tarps, ice, etc. for those affected by natural disasters. As everyone
knows, the 2020, hurricane season has been harsh on Louisiana. After assisting in Lake Charles, Kyle was deployed
to Iota, Louisiana in the Southwest district on October 12, 2020, and was tasked with setting up a distribution site. 

Needing a place to bed down, Kyle began to weigh his options. The town of Iota was pitch black and the only light
came from a small town hall and police station that held no place to sleep. Kyle’s options were sleeping outside
with swarms of mosquitoes or traveling to the next town over to stay with the Army in an old, run-down school.
With neither option seeming like a good idea, Kyle referred to the Louisiana Funeral Directors Association.

Kyle was able to use the small amount of cell service to search funeral homes in the area and recognized the name
of Geesey Ferguson Funeral Home. On the website, he recognized Anthony, “Tiger” Istre from previous LFDA events
and decided to reach out. Not having Tiger’s personal contact information, Kyle contacted Edward Muhleisen, a
fellow LFDA member with L.A. Muhleisen & Son Funeral Home and was able to track down Tiger’s cell phone
number. As soon as Tiger heard about Kyle’s predicament, he invited Kyle to stay at his house in his guest house. 

Kyle explained that Tiger did not know him, but knew that he was a fellow member of the LFDA and in need of
assistance. He was invited into Tiger’s home and provided with a bed and a hot shower. Kyle explained that Tiger
was a “Godsend” and that he became the envy of every soldier deployed on their mission. Kyle reached out to
LFDA and asked to share his story. Kyle reminds us that belonging to the LFDA is about creating connections and
that our members can rely on each other in times of need.

L F D A  N E W S
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SOUTH DISTRICT 

L F D A  N E W S

The LFDA South District held its

Fishing For A Cure fishing tournament

at Mothe’s Landing in Myrtle Grove,

LA.  This years event gave the district

special challenges as it was re-scheduled

3 times due to storms.  The event was

well attended and social distancing was

observed.  There were 5 boats to

accommodate the anglers and $1,400.

was raised for Breast Cancer Research. 
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FALL MEETING

LFDA hosted the 2020 Fall Meeting & Seminar on November 11, 2020, at the Crowne

Plaza in Baton Rouge. Members were able to attend in-person as well as from the comfort of

their home or office by attending virtually. Dr. Bart Leger spoke to members about the

importance of mental health and the dangers of “running on empty”. Dr. Marianna

Sandomirsky presented about the role of forensic pathology in helping a family with closure.

Both were excellent topics that brought new ideas to LFDA members. In addition to

excellent CE opportunities, members and sponsors were able to connect with sponsors

setting up booths to create a small expo hall. 
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Dear Mr. Mothe Jr: 

          Thank you for contacting me about the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP).  I appreciate
hearing from you on this important issue. 

          The Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act established the Paycheck
Protection Program at the Small Business Administration (SBA) to quickly provide financial
assistance and labor costs to businesses.  The loans will be forgiven in full so long as 60 percent of
the loan is used on payroll costs within the program's timelines.  Mortgage interest, rent, and utility
costs are also allowed under the terms of the loan.  The program launched on Friday, April 3, 2020,
and an additional $310 billion was added to the program on April 24, 2020.  The program expired on
August 8, 2020 after Senate Democrats refused to pass legislation to extend the program.  

          Because of the prolonged economic shutdown in Louisiana and the additional burden of a
relentless hurricane season, I cosponsored the Paycheck Protection Small Business Forgiveness
Act, which would make PPP loans of $150,000 or less forgivable if the borrower submits a simple
attestation form to the lender.  Additionally, I recently introduced the Disaster Relief for
Southeastern Small Businesses Act, which will establish an easy process for small business owners
affected by hurricanes to seek forgiveness for PPP and Economic Injury Disaster loans.  Rest
assured that as a member of the Senate Small Business Committee, I will continue fighting for small
businesses in Louisiana.   

          Again, thank you for contacting me about this important topic.  Please do not hesitate to
contact me in the future about other issues that are important to you and your family. 

L F D A  N E W S
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Sincerely, 

John Kennedy
united States Senator



2021 MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

L F D A  N E W S

HOW ARE DUES CALCULATED?

LFDA funeral home membership is per
establishment.  Each funeral home pays $150 per

licensed funeral director and/or embalmer. 
 However, establishments with multiple locations
will not be charged for the same funeral director

more than once.

REVIEW & PROVIDE UPDATES TO

AFFILIATE MEMBERS LIST

Please take a moment to review the enclosed list of
affiliated members that LFDA currently has on record

for your funeral home.  Please indicate which
employees are authorized to vote on behalf of your

firm and provide any updated information on the
Affiliate Members worksheet provided. RENEWING ONLINE?

Visit www.lfdaweb.org and login to your account. Click
"My Invoices" on the left-hand side.  Select your invoice,

and make your payment

 PAYMENT

Return your invoice with check or payment information
or renew online at www.lfdaweb.org
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GERALD M. ROBBINS SR. SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION FOR 2021 

The LFDA Gerald M. Robbins Sr. Scholarship is awarded annually to Louisiana residents

attending accredited colleges of Mortuary Science who show high academic achievement as

well as community involvement. The Scholarship Committee sets the policies and makes the

selections based upon high scholastic standards required of the scholarship beneficiaries. The

committee has the discretion to request an interview. The committee will award at least one

scholarship to an applicant that has proven financial need. Applications are due March 15,

2021 via email, fax, or mail. 

L F D A  N E W S

Formal application, properly filled out.
The committee will not be responsible
for contacting applicant to notify
him/her that their application is
incomplete or lacking information.
Official transcript from mortuary school.
High school transcript (or equivalent)
and college transcript showing that the
applicant received a GPA of 2.5 in high
school and college.
ACT transcript show that the applicant
received a score of 20 or higher or proof
of successful completion of entrance
exam.
Proof of outstanding scholastic loan
balance(s) (if applicable) or
demonstrated financial need.
Three letters of recommendation from a
personal acquaintance, scholastic
affiliate (ie: professor) and a Louisiana
Funeral Directors Association (LFDA)
member
A 250 word essay to describe the process
used and the experiences you underwent
in your decision to enter the funeral
service profession. Also, give your
perception of the value of the funeral
industry.
Applicants may be contacted for an
interview.

Currently enrolled or accepted to an
accredited college offering instruction
in Mortuary Science or has completed
mortuary school and is currently
fulfilling the state requirements as an
intern.
Must meet the requirements of the
Louisiana State Board of Embalmer and
Funeral Directors.
Must have earned and maintained a
minimum GPA of 2.5 in mortuary school
during each semester. 
Applicants must have earned a
minimum GPA of 2.5 during college. 
Applicants must have earned a
minimum GPA of 2.5 during high school.
Applicants must have earned an ACT
score of 20 or higher or proof of
successful completion of entrance
exam.
Applicants are not eligible if they have
been previously awarded an LFDA
Scholarship. 
Applicants NOT selected may reapply
for the next annual selection if they still
meet the eligibility requirements.

Deadline to apply: 

March 15, 2021

ELIGIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS

APPLICATION 
REQUIREMENTS
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The House of Representatives today passed bipartisan legislation
that contains the Burial Rights for America’s Veterans’ Efforts
(BRAVE) Act. Part of a larger omnibus veteran’s bill that passed the
Senate last week, the bill now goes on to President Trump’s desk
where he is expected to sign it into law.
 
Sponsored by Sens. Gary Peters (D-MI) and Marco Rubio (R-FL) and
Reps. Adam Kinzinger (R-IL) and Cheri Bustos (D-IL), the BRAVE Act
will update the current burial benefit to treat all non-service-
connected deaths equally, regardless of where the veteran passes
away. Under current policy, survivors of certain veterans who die
in a Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) facility are provided
greater funds to cover the cost of a funeral than veterans who die
in their home or another medical facility. 
 
While the National Funeral Directors Association (NFDA) advocates
on hundreds of bills and regulations in every Congress, NFDA has
made the BRAVE Act one of its core legislative priorities because
the act sought to create equitable funeral and burial benefits for
veterans. 
 
“We would not have made it to this stage without the hard work of
our members,” said NFDA President R. Bryant Hightower Jr., CFSP.
“Whether it was meeting with their members of Congress during
the annual Advocacy Summit, making calls or sending emails, our
members played a vital role by sharing the stories of veterans they
served, building awareness of the BRAVE Act and securing co-
sponsors. Their persistence paid off and for that, I say thank you!”

“I am so thrilled to see this bill finally headed to the President’s
desk,” said NFDA CEO Christine Pepper, CAE. “Our members
played a crucial role in getting this bill passed by Congress, so our
nation’s veterans receive the respect they deserve when they die.
The passage of the BRAVE Act shows the power of grassroots
advocacy and just how big a difference NFDA members can make
for the profession and the families we serve.”
 
“I am always so proud to join my fellow funeral service
professionals in Washington, D.C., at the Advocacy Summit to
advocate for funeral service and the families we serve. I have been
honored to advocate to ensure these veterans receive a dignified
funeral” said NFDA member, Hillary Adair from Arizona.

“As funeral directors, we are often the only voice for the dead. We
care for forgotten and unclaimed veterans who deserve respect in
death, just as in life” said NFDA member, Joe Tomon of
Pennsylvania. “I have always been a big believer in strength in
numbers and that is why I always join NFDA’s advocacy efforts by
coming to the Advocacy Summit or answering the grassroots call
to action by contacting my legislators.” 
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“As funeral directors, we are often the only voice for the dead. We
care for forgotten and unclaimed veterans who deserve respect in
death, just as in life” said NFDA member, Joe Tomon of
Pennsylvania. “I have always been a big believer in strength in
numbers and that is why I always join NFDA’s advocacy efforts by
coming to the Advocacy Summit or answering the grassroots call to
action by contacting my legislators.” 
 
“NFDA advocates on four main topic areas,” explained NFDA
President-elect Randy Anderson, CFSP, CCO. “Veteran’s funeral and
burial issues; small business issues, like taxes and healthcare that
impact our businesses; environmental health and safety; and mass
fatality planning and response. NFDA has deep relationships in
Washington, D.C., that are crucial for funeral service and help with
things like getting the BRAVE Act passed by Congress and
representing the interests of our members and the profession at
the highest levels of the federal government.”

BRAVE Act Poised to Become Law
FUNERAL SERVICE ADVOCACY PAYS OFF FOR VETERANS
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Heather Garman, VP of Sales and Marketing at
Messenger had this to add, “During this unprecedented
year, we have seen first-hand how fast funeral service is
changing and we are eager to share our full breadth of
solutions with funeral professionals. Our hope is for
funeral professionals to find one thing that inspires
them and implement it to make a big impact 

on their families and communities. Change is imperative
for funeral homes to stay relevant as consumer buying
patterns and preferences continue to evolve,” Garman
continued.  

Messenger’s catalog is currently available online at 
www.messengerstationery.com/catalog. Printed copies
will be distributed by Messenger’s team of local Sales
Consultants in the coming weeks.

Messenger has announced the release of its new
Solutions Guide: Inspire, Engage, Grow. The 48-page
guide showcases on-trend products and service
solutions to help funeral professionals better serve the
changing needs of today’s families. “As with all our
products and services, we have invested much care to
develop this guide into something more than just a
standard product catalog” stated Alicia Norman,
Director of Product Services at Messenger. “It’s meant
to serve as a look-book of fresh ideas, concepts and
inspiration to showcase the very best of what
Messenger and our partnering companies have to
offer,” Norman continued.

Inside the guide, funeral professionals will be
introduced to Messenger’s full suite of personalization
solutions: Make It! Personal, Signature Service and
Remembering with Love. Other noteworthy items
include Messenger’s new Virtual Guest Registry,
mailing service to help families stay connected, at-
need insurance assignment by Express Funeral
Funding, Aftercare Products and so much more.

Messenger Releases New 

Solutions Guide 
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State Law Chart on Electronic Signatures on

Cremation Authorization Forms

Continued on Page 1716

With the COVID pandemic, there has been a growing interest in having cremation authorization forms signed
electronically.  This development has raised the question of which state laws allow cremation authorization forms to
be signed electronically by an authorizing agent.  

As the State Law Chart below shows, 47 states and the District of Columbia have adopted the Uniform Electronic
Transaction Act (“UETA”).  This model law, which does not apply to wills, trusts, deeds or other documents
controlled by courts, provides that electronic signatures are legally enforceable for contracts, including consumer
contracts, and governmental authorizations.  As long as the document contains a notice that the signer understands
the binding nature of the agreement and the significance of applying an electronic signature, the electronic
signature is just as legally binding as a handwritten signature.  



The three states that did not adopt the UETA, Illinois, New York, and Washington, all have their own state law which,
like the UETA, recognizes the legal validity of electronic signatures.  Therefore, all 50 states and the District of
Columbia have laws which recognize an electronic signature to be a valid method to execute a contract.

In the State Law Chart below, if a state listing has no comment, then there is no issue with an authorizing agent using
an electronic signature on a cremation authorization form.  However, as noted for a few states, electronic signatures
may be problematic for cremation authorization forms because of witnessing requirements.  Most states do not
require a cremation authorization form to be witnessed when the authorizing agent signs it.  But in the few states
that require a funeral director to witness the signature of the authorizing agent, it will not be possible to take
advantage of electronic signatures on cremation authorization forms.

State Law Chart on Electronic Signatures on

Cremation Authorization Forms
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Doris Clark Rush
September 14, 1931 – November 7, 2020 

Our precious mother, Doris Clark Rush, passed away peacefully on Saturday, November
7, 2020.  Funeral services were held at the Rush Chapel at 2:00 p.m. on Monday,
November 9, 2020, with Reverend Greg Willis officiating. Entombment followed at
Resthaven Cemetery under the direction of Rush Funeral Home, Oakdale. Visitation was
held on Monday, November 9, 2020, from 10:00 a.m. until the time of the service.

Doris was born September 14, 1931, in Oakdale, La to the union of Thomas and Effie Ray
Clark. She loved sports, lettered in basketball, won a State Championship, and proudly
graduated from Pine Prairie High School. 

She met the love of her life, Howard Jerald Rush, Sr., at the local café while pedaling
mattress through Oakdale and they were married on March 4, 1950. Our mother devoted
her life to her husband and children making sure their endeavors were always
successful. She never wanted to be the center of attention, but humbly contributed so
much behind the scenes and always cheered the loudest when her children and
grandchildren were involved.

Her family was everything to her. Fondly known as “Mamaw,” she made each member feel treasured. She never forgot a birthday or
anniversary and everyone looked forward to “Mamaw’s sweet cards with dollars in them!” Even as her health diminished, she still hand
wrote cards with love. 

A loving mother, grandmother, and homemaker, Doris was a remarkable cook and enjoyed preparing meals for her family and friends,
especially over the holidays. Being a woman of strong faith in God, she could feed the masses with five loaves and two fish, which she often
did. No matter who stopped by, there was always enough to go around and no one went away hungry. Our mother was a woman of great
faith and loved her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with all her soul and lived her life as written in Proverbs 31. She was always faithful to love
others, be good to others, and pray fervently. She is loved dearly and will be greatly missed. 

Doris was preceded in death by her husband of sixty-five years, Howard Jerald Rush, Sr., her parents, three brothers, T. G. Clark, Vernon
Clark, and Sammie Clark; one sister, Geneva Clark Marshall and one great-grandson, Chapman Michael Petty. 

She is survived by her children, Howard “Jerald” Rush, II, Kenneth Ray Rush, and wife, Sharon, Kathryn Rush Smith and Kelly Rush Savoy,
and husband, Dr. Patrick Savoy; nine grandchildren, Howard Jerald “Jay” Rush, III, Joni Rush Oates, Dr. Laura Rush Petty, Daniel Ray Rush,
Dr. David Alan Rush, Jessica Smith Hymel, Rush Alan Williams, John Ross Williams and Peyton Cole Savoy; seven great-grandchildren,
Richard Joseph “Rich” Oates, Jr., Davis Walker Oates, Westin Lewis Oates, Noah Jessie Kramer, Caroline Lee Petty, Christine Grace Petty,
and William Ray Rush.

Honoring their grandmother as pallbearers will be Howard “Jay” Rush, III, Daniel Rush, Dr. David Rush, Rush Williams, John Ross Williams,
and Richard “Rich” Oates.

The Rush Family would like to express their sincere appreciation to those who contributed to her well-being for the past few years, Paula
Swinnea McGee, Jennifer Swinnea, Saralisbeth Swinnea, MaKayla Swinnea, Bailee Willis, Abbie Johnson, Kadyn Malone, and Kyrah
Thompson, and made her final years ones of comfort and care. We mourn her passing and celebrate her life. She touched all of our lives in
so many ways, as a mother, grandmother, and friend. Her integrity, unwavering concern for others, and her lifelong commitment to living
right was an example for all. Her love, memory of her deeds, and the strengths of her example will live on forever. Our family rejoices in
knowing when she met her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, She was welcomed with the words. “Well done, thy good and faithful servant!”
Till we meet again, we love you, mom!!

Friends may post online messages of condolence for the Rush family by visiting www.rushfh.com 

I N  M E M O R I A M  
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Leila Cullen Kramer
April 14, 1968 – December 8, 2020 

Leila Cullen Kramer, 52, of Washington, D.C., and Alexandria, LA passed away on
Tuesday, December 8, 2020, in the Georgetown University Hospital, Washington, D.C.
comforted by her sister, Sarah Kramer, and the Rev. Travis Russell, S.J.  Leila was the
daughter of Hope Farrar Kramer and Graham Kramer.  She was preceded in death by her
mother, her maternal grandparents, Thelma Moseley Farrar and John Hardeman Farrar,
and paternal grandparents, Virginia Stafford Kramer and Casper Philip Kramer, Jr. 

While growing up in Alexandria, she was affectionately known as, “the Kramer girl who
rides her bike throughout the Garden District.”  In 1986, Leila graduated from All Saints
Episcopal School, Vicksburg, Mississippi and in 1992, received her B.S. degree in Human
Resources Management from Brenau College, Gainesville, GA where she was a Merit
Honor Scholar and received the IO Award, Outstanding Senior in 1992.  In 1998, she was
named Outstanding Young Alumnae of the Year at Brenau.  She attended the American
Institute of Foreign Study, London, England, and in 1994, she received her M.S.W. in
Clinical Social Work at Barry University, Miami, FL.  After moving to Washington D.C.,
Leila entered American University and received her M. A. in Special Education:  Learning 
Disabilities.  At the time of her death, Leila was the Interim Assistant Director of the Disabilities Student Studies at George Washington
University, Washington, D.C. Leila has worked within the field of Learning Disabilities for over 20 years and was a certified life coach for
ADHA/LD children and adults. Since Leila’s own learning disability had been diagnosed later in her academic career, it was her guiding
mission that no child she worked with would ever “cry over homework” and with the correct tools in place, any problem could be solved. 

Leila was a member of Our Lady of Victory Church in Washington D.C. Leila belonged, and was active in, a multitude of professional
organizations.  Leila cherished being a part of Alumnae of Chi Omega Women’s Fraternity, a member of the Loyalty Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolution, member of the National Society of the Colonial Dames of America in the State of Louisiana, a
member of the Jamestowne Society, member of the Daughters of Founders and Patriots of America.  

Leila had a love of life and shared it enthusiastically with her family and many friends.  Sports were of special interest, especially the New
York Yankees, the New Orleans Saints, and Arnold Palmer.  A highlight of her interest was attending, with her sister, the 2011 Masters
Tournament in Augusta, GA, the 2018 All-Star Game in Washington, D.C., and the 2019 World Series with the Washington Nationals.  She
had a passion for golf, approached it with earnest, and never failed to take her clubs along on trips.  She enjoyed traveling to new places
for a brief weekend or a longer adventure. 

Leila is survived by her father, Graham Kramer, and his wife, Nell Shehee Kramer, of Alexandria, LA and her sister, Sarah Deming Kramer, of
Alexandria, LA. 

Due to the COVID 19 restrictions, the Mass was live-streamed at 11 AM Monday, December 14, 2020. Please visit https://sfxcathedral.org to
watch the live stream. 

Pallbearers honored to serve will be Stephen Downs, MD, Mark Higgins, Philip Kramer, Michael Silver, Patrick Sowell, and Zeb Winstead. 
Honorary pallbearers were Katherine Cheney Perry, Elizabeth Cheney Perry, Grace Cheney Perry, Philip Richard Perry, Richard Johnathan
Perry, Weiss Weeks, Wells Weeks, Wick Weeks, Mary Miller Weeks, Levy Robert LaBorde, Mike Agnew, Tom Agnew, Charles Williams, and
Harry B. Silver. The family requests memorials be sent to the Hope Farrar Kramer Educational Trust, in care of The Catholic Foundation of
North Central Louisiana, Post Office Box 12833, Alexandria, LA 71315 or the charity of the donor’s choice.

To extend online notes of condolence to the Kramer Family, please visit www.KramerFunerals.com. 

I N  M E M O R I A M  
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

May 16 - 18, 2021 LFDA/MFDA 2021 Joint

Convention, Biloxi, MS

February 4, 2021 LFDA Mid-Winter Meeting,

West Monroe, LA 

December 31, 2020 LFDA 2021 Renewals Due


